Time Kids TFK, Time for Kids Too
Young To Work

An estimated 250 million kids are forced to work in hard, often dangerous jobs all over
the world. They mine precious metals, weave rugs and work in factories. As many as
500,000 kids in the U.S. and more than 100 million worldwide labor on plantations and

farms.

Many countries don't have laws to protect child laborers. In the U.S., a law called the
Fair Labor Standards Act requires safe working conditions and limits the number of
hours kids can work. But the law, which was passed in 1938, does not apply to children
who toil on farms. Twelve-year-old kids are allowed to work 12-hour days in the fields

with their families.

Experts estimate that more than 100,000 children worldwide and teens are injured on
farms each year. They use sharp knives and scissors designed for adult hands. Many

operate heavy machinery and are exposed to poisonous agricultural chemicals.

"If you get hurt, there is no one to help," Santos Polendo, 19, told TFK. He spent 10
years working in the fields. He had to carry 40-pound buckets of onions in sweltering
heat. He often suffered backaches, knee pain and headaches. "Sometimes, the heat was
so bad, it gave me headaches for a week straight," Polendo says.
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